
MORE HISTORICAL NOTES: 

• For nearly a century, Visalia has been
known as the "Gateway to the Sequoias"

• George Stewart, a long time Visalia
newspaperman, was instrumental in
getting National Park status for Sequoia
and General Grant, earning him the
unofficial title of "Father of Sequoia
National Park."

• On September 25, 1890, Sequoia National
Park was designated by President Harrison
and is the second oldest National Park.

• On July 14, 1915, a group of influential
men known as the Mather Mountain
Party met for dinner at the Palace Hotel
in Visalia. They began a two week trek
across the Sierra. Inspired by their
experience, these men were instrumental
in the creation of the National Park
Service in 1916.

The Sequoia Legacy Tree in the 1950s 

SEQµOIA LEGACY TREE FACTS: 

• Planted here as a sapling in February 1936

• In July 2015, the tree measured 41 inches
DBH (Diameter at Breast Height) and
the canopy width was about 18 feet. It was
estimated to be 65 feet tall.
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• Giant sequoia trees (Sequoiadendron giganteum,
are found between the 4,000 to 8,000 foot
elevation where conditions are ideal for their
growth. Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Parks boast many of the world's largest trees
by volume.

• The General Sherman Tree, found in Sequoia
National Park, is the largest in the world at
52,508 cubic feet. The General Grant Tree is
the second largest at 46,608 cubic feet.

• The largest of the sequoias are as tall as an
average 26-story building, and their diameters at
the base exceed the width of many city streets.

Take a Closer Look: The circumference ef the 

General Sherman Tree (about 102 feet) is indicated l?J 

stone and fencing around the Sequoia Legary Tree. 

THE CAL WATER 

DEMONSTRATION GARDEN 

Carefully planted away from the drip line of 
the Sequoia Legacy Tree, this demonstration 
garden features drought tolerant garden plants 
that use very little water. 

California Water Service 
has an industry-leading 
conservation program. 
You can learn more at 
calwater.com/conservation. 
You can also visit the 

Cal Water Demonstration Garden to get 
water-efficient ideas for your own landscaping. 
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The Sequoia Legacy Tree is located on the 
west side of the post office in downtown 
Visalia, California. 

Sequoia Legacy Tree 
Planted r936 • Visalia Post Office 
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